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Information for Hirers
Boating Safety

· Never venture out of the area designated by the hire operator.
· Always keep a proper look out. When navigating in areas with considerable traffic or in close quarters to other vessels have another person assist you in keeping a look out.

· Always ensure that you remain aware of your location. This will help if emergency assistance is required.

· Always ensure engines are off before swimmers enter the water and remain off until all swimmers are back onboard.  Avoid any areas where there are swimmers in the water. 

· No one should sit on or have any part of their body over the front, side or rear of the vessel when it is underway. Bow riding is extremely dangerous.

· Children must be supervised at all times.  It is recommended that children and poor swimmers wear lifejackets were appropriate.
· Vessels are to be secured by either anchor, mooring or ashore by sunset and should not get underway until sunrise. Allow plenty of time to secure the vessel before sunset. It is dangerous to navigate when it is dark.  

· Ensure that the anchor light is on when anchored from sunset to sunrise.  If you are anchored in a busy area show additional lights and keep a good look out.
· Be aware of the risk of Carbon Monoxide poisoning.  Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a colourless and odourless gas produced when carbon based fuel, such as diesel, gasoline, propane, charcoal, or oil burn.  Sources on a boat include engine exhaust, gas stoves and fridges and water heaters
· You must report any incident or accident involving the vessel to NSW Maritime using the Vessel Incident Report form which can be downloaded from the NSW Maritime website 

Drugs & Alcohol

· It is an offence to operate a vessel under the influence of alcohol or other drugs.

· The blood alcohol limit for operating a vessel is 0.05 if you are over 18 or 0.00 if you are under 18; the same as for driving a car. 

· Police and NSW Maritime Boating Safety Officers patrol New South Wales waterways. Operators of vessels underway may be subject to random breath testing.  A vessel operator includes anyone who is steering or exercising control over a vessel.
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Heavy penalties, including imprisonment, could be faced by any vessel operators found to be over the blood alcohol limit. 
